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Champaign-Urbana Board of Health Selects New  

Public Health Administrator 

Vito Palazzolo Brings 26 Years of Public Health Experience to Champaign County 
 

 

 A new Public Health Administrator takes the helm today at the Champaign-

Urbana Public Health District. Vito Palazzolo, former Health Officer for Ottawa County, 

Michigan and a public health professional with more than 26 years in the field, was 

confirmed as Executive Director at the board meeting on January 9. He begins work at 

the Health District today. 

 

 “Mr. Palazzolo has much to offer CUPHD,” said Champaign-Urbana Board of 

Health member and County Board Chair Barbara Wysocki. “He's experienced in public 

health administration, he's willing to work with the staff and resources available in 

Champaign-Urbana and to look for new opportunities and creative solutions to enable 

us to deliver better public health services to this community. I believe he's a good choice 

for CUPHD at this time.” 

 

 Mr. Palazzolo holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Environmental Health and a 

Master’s in Public Health Administration. He oversaw a $9 million budget and a staff of 

110 at the Ottawa County Health Department, where he served as Administrative Health 

Officer from 2002 to 2005. He spent more than 10 years at the Macomb County Health 

Department in Warren, Michigan, where he worked as an Environmentalist, 
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Environmental Health Supervisor and Environmental Health Associate Director. From 

2000 to 2002 he worked as an Evaluation Officer at the Michigan Department of 

Agriculture in Lansing. 

 

 Mr. Palazzolo has seven years of fiscal management experience in the public 

health arena. At the Ottawa County Health Department he was able to reduce program 

costs and find alternate sources of revenue to offset state and federal cuts. He led his 

staff to develop new programs only after careful community health needs assessments, 

and placed a special emphasis on serving all populations in the county. 

 

 "After a lengthy search and interview process, I am very pleased that Mr. 

Palazzolo has accepted our offer to become the next CUPHD Administrator,” said 

Champaign-Urbana Board of Health Chair Carol Elliott. “Mr. Palazzolo's vast experience 

in public health and his proven leadership abilities are a good fit for the Health District. 

Under his leadership we will work towards bringing public health issues and community 

needs into the forefront in our community.” 
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