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Domestic Violence Threatens  
Women’s Health in Multiple Ways 

 

In Addition to the Risk of Injury and Death, Intimate Partner Violence is 
Linked to Obesity, Tobacco Use, Substance Abuse, Sexually Transmitted 

Diseases and Other Health Problems 
 
 

OCTOBER 11 IS HEALTH CARES ABOUT DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DAY, and the 
Champaign-Urbana Public Health District and A Woman’s Fund will mark the occasion with a press 
conference on the many negative health consequences of this persistent problem. 
 
The Press Conference will be Wednesday, October 11, from noon to 1:30 p.m. at the Health District 
Satellite Office at 815 N. Randolph St. The event will feature the Silent Witness exhibit, with 10 full-
size silhouettes of women killed in domestic violence incidents in Central Illinois in recent years. 
Domestic violence survivors will also be on hand to discuss the negative health consequences of their 
experiences, and the need for health providers to screen every single patient for abuse. 
 
Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) is itself a danger to health, but it is also linked to higher risk for: 
 

• Obesity: Childhood sexual abuse and non-sexual abuse increases the risk of morbid obesity. 
Women who have been sexually assaulted are also more likely to experience disturbed eating 
behaviors. 
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• Tobacco use: Victims of IPV are much more likely to be smokers than those never affected by 
IPV. 

 
• Substance abuse: Alcohol abuse and use of illegal substances are more common among girls 

and women who have been sexually or physically abused. 
 

• Sexually transmitted diseases: Women with a history of physical, sexual and/or emotional 
abuse had are more likely to be diagnosed with one or more sexually transmitted disease.  

 
• HIV infection: HIV infection is more common among women who have been physically or 

sexually abused. 
 

• Lack of basic immunizations: Children of battered women are less likely to be up-to-date on 
their immunizations than other children. 

 
• Poor access to health care: Pregnant women and teens who are physically or sexually abused 

are less likely to get medical attention or early prenatal care. 
  

• Poor mental health: Depression, anxiety, suicidal thoughts and suicide attempts are much 
more common in women who have been physically or sexually abused. 

 
A Woman’s Fund urges all health care providers to screen for abuse every time they see a patient. 
 
Other events will mark the Domestic Violence Awareness Month (October): 
 
OCTOBER 7: DINNER AT NED KELLY’S, with entertainment by the Brat Pack. A portion  

of the proceeds will go to support A Woman’s Fund, 4 p.m. to closing. 
 
OCTOBER 11:  NATIONAL HEALTH CARES ABOUT DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DAY:  

Press Conference on the health consequences of domestic violence, which will  
include the Silent Witness exhibit and information about the health care 
system’s response to domestic violence, noon-1:30 p.m. 

 
OCTOBER  14:  FRESH LIPSTICK FASHION SHOW: An exploration of fashion and 

feminism led by Linda Scott, author of Fresh Lipstick, 2-4 p.m. 
 
OCTOBER 15:  CELEBRATING WOMEN WHO MAKE MUSIC: Enjoy the music of Angie 

Heaton, Kayla Brown and G. Lee at the Highdive, begins at 5 p.m. 
 
OCTOBER 19-20: CONFERENCE: ENDING VIOLENCE EVERY DAY: Explores the  

dynamics of violence and successful intervention strategies. Historic Lincoln 
Hotel.  

 
OCTOBER 19: DINNER THEATER: “THAT AIN’T NO WAY TO TREAT A LADY”: A 

Woman’s Fund Annual Dinner with theater presented by Nancy Hulse. Historic 
Lincoln Hotel. 

 
For more details, or to register for the conference or RSVP for the Annual Dinner, call A Woman’s 
Fund: (217) 384-4462.                                  #### 


