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Public Health to Begin Collecting Dead Birds 

New Program Will Help Track West Nile in Birds 
 
 

 The Champaign-Urbana Public Health District (CUPHD) and Champaign County 
Public Health Department (CCPHD) will begin collecting dead birds to test for West Nile 
Virus.  Reporting of dead birds is a good way to check for West Nile Virus activity in the 
environment and allow implementation of prevention and control measures to minimize the 
spread of the virus. 
 
 The Illinois Department of Public Health has determined that CUPHD and CCPHD 
combined may send a total of 10 birds in 2006 to the laboratory for testing.  Birds that may be 
accepted for testing are perching birds such as crows, blue jays, robins, grackles, starlings, 
sparrows, finches, cardinals, flycatchers, swallows, catbirds, mockingbirds, warblers and 
wrens. To be useful for testing, the birds must have died within the 24 hours, have no 
maggots or other visible injuries and be in general good condition. 
 
 If you find a bird that you believe qualifies to be tested for West Nile Virus, call (217) 
373-7900.  You will be asked some general questions about the bird to see if it is suitable for 
testing.  If it does qualify, a representative of the department will pick up the bird.  If the bird 
does not qualify for testing, you may dispose of it by burying it in your yard, or double bag it 
and place it in your garbage.  Avoid touching the bird by using gloves or a shovel.  Always 
wash your hands with soap and warm water when you are finished.   
 
 In 2005 in Champaign County, no human cases of West Nile Virus were reported and 
only two birds tested positive.       
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