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S e c .  4 .  C o t t a g e  f o o d  o p e r a t i o n .
( a )  F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  S e c t i o n :
"Co t tage  food  ope ra t i on "  means  a  pe rson  who  p roduces  o r

packages  non -po ten t i a r r y  haza rdous  food  i n  a  k i t chen  o f  t ha t
pe rson ' s  p r imary  domes t i c  res idence  fo r  d l rec t  sa le  by  t he
owner  o r  a  f am i l y  member ,  s to red  i n  t he  res idence  where  the
food  i s  made .

"Fa rmers r  marke t "  means  a  comrnon  fac i l i t y  o r  a rea  where
fa rmers  ga the r  t o  se l - l -  a  va r i e t y  o f  f r esh  f ru i t s  and
vege tab les  and  o the r  1oca l1y  p roduced  fa rm and  food  p roduc ts
d i rec t J - y  t o  consumers .

"Po ten t j - a l I y  haza rdous  food "  means  a  f ood  tha t  i s
n n l .  o n l -  i  r r  I  v  h = - : 1 6 1 6 1 1 <  a r : r : o r d i  n . r  t O  t h e  F e d e f a f  F o o d  a n d  f ) r r r nv q u  q v e v !  u t l l v  L v  u f  r s  !  s u g r  a M v u  a r r u  u !  u g

Admin i s t ra t i on  2009  Food  Code  (FDA 2009  Food  Code)  o r  any
subsequent  amendments to the FDA 2009 Food Code.  potent ia l_ ly
h : z : r d n , r c  € n a A  / P H F \  i n  n o n o r a l  m e a n s  a  f O O d  t h a i  r e O r r i r e s\  !  r r r  /  4 a r  v v r r s r  

q f  f r r g q f  1 J  q  r v v q  L r r o  u  I  v y u r r  u r

t ime  and  tempera tu re  con t ro f  f o r  sa fe t y  (TCS)  t o  l im i t
pa thogen i c  m ic roo rgan i sm g row th  o r  t ox in  f o rma t i on .  f n
acco rdance  w i th  t he  FDA 2009  Food  Code ,  po ten t i a l l y  haza rdous
food does not  j -nc l -ude a food i tem that  because of  i ts  pH or  Aw
va lue ,  o r  i n te rac t i on  o f  Aw  and  pH  va fues ,  i s  des igna ted  as  a
non -PHF/non -TCS food  i n  Tab le  A  o r  B  o f  t he  FDA 2009  Food
C o d e ' s  p o t e n t i a l l y  h a z a r d o u s  f o o d  d e f i n i t i o n .

(b )  No tw i ths tand ing  any  o the r  p rov i s l on  o f  l _aw  and  excep t
a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  s u b s e c t i o n s  ( c )  a n d  ( d )  o f  t h i s  S e c t i o n ,
ne i  t he r  f he  Dena r tmen t  o f  Pub l i c  Hea f th  no r  t he  Dena r fmen f  n fu r r v  v s y s !  L r r r s f  r  L  v !
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opera t j - on  p rov id ing  tha t  a f l -  o f  t he  f o l l ow ing  cond i t i ons  a re
m e t :

(1 )  The  food  i s  no t  a  po ten t i a l l y  haza rdous  baked
a n a A  i  - -  + c l  I  r z  n r o q a r \ z a  f  r r r i  I  h r r f  f  o r  d r r r  h a r h  r l r r rY v v v /  J a t L r t  J v f  r J  t  y ! s o s l  v g /  |  - - J  f  r s l v t  v r y

herb  b lend ,  o r  d ry  t ea  b fend  and  i s  i n tended  fo r  end -use
n n l  r r  T h a  f n l  I  a u r i  n n  n r n r z i  c i  n n c  < h a  l  I  r n n l  r r .s v t / r - Y '

(A )  The  fo l - l - ow ing  j ams ,  j e l l i es  and  p rese rves  a re
a l f owed :  app le /  ap r i co t ,  g rape ,  peach ,  p fum,  qu ince ,
o range /  nec ta r i ne ,  t ange r i ne ,  b lackbe r r y ,  r aspbe r r y ,
b luebe r r y ,  boysenb€ r r ! r  che r r y ,  c ranbe r r y ,  s t rawber ry ,
red  cu r ran ts /  o r  a  comb ina t i on  o f  t hese  f ru i t s .
Rhuba rb ,  t oma to ,  and  peppe r  j e l l i es  o r  j ams  a re  no t
a l l o w e d .  A n y  o t h e r  j a m s ,  j e l l i e s /  o r  p r e s e r v e s  n o t
I i s ted  may  be  p roduced  by  a  co t t age  food  ope ra t i on
p rov ided  the i r  r ec ipe  has  been  tes ted  and  documen ted
by  a  commerc ia l  l abo ra to ry ,  a t  t he  expense  o f  t he
co t tage  food  ope ra t i on ,  as  be ing  no t  po ten t i a l l y
haza rdous ,  con ta in ing  a  pH  equ i l i b r i um o f  l ess  t han
A A

(B )  The  fo f l - ow ing  f ru i t  bu t t e r s  a re  a l l - owed :
app le f  ap r i co t r  e rape ,  peach ,  p lum,  qu ince ,  and  p rune .
Pumpk in  bu t te r ,  banana  buL te r ,  and  pea r  bu t te r  a re  no t
a l l - owed .  F ru i t  bu t t e r s  no t  l - i s t ed  may  be  p roduced  by  a
co t tage  food  ope ra t i on  p rov ided  the i r  r ec ipe  has  been
tested and documented by a commerciaf  J-aboratory,  at
t he  expense  o f  t he  co t t . age  food  ope ra t i on /  as  be ing
no t  po ten t i a l l y  haza rdous ,  con ta in ing  a  pH  equ i l i b r j - um
o f  l - e s s  t h a n  4 . 5 .



( 4 )  T h e
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and  i nc ludes
e a c h  o f  i t s
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(C )  Baked  goods ,  such  as ,  bu t  no t .  l - im i t ed .  t o ,
b r e a d s ,  c o o k i e s ,  c a k e s ,  p i e s ,  a n d  p a s t r i e s  a r e
a l f owed .  On Iy  h igh -ac id  f r u i t  p i es  t ha t  use  the
fo l l ow ing  f ru i t s  a re  a f f owed :  app_ le /  ap r i co t ,  g rap€ ,
peach ,  p l -um/  qu ince ,  o range /  necL .a r_ ine ,  t ange r i ne ,
b l  a c k h e r r r r -  r a s n b e r r r z -  b l  r r e L - r o r r r z  h o r z q o n h a r r r r  n h a r r r ;- + $ v , ! v v ! ! J r  ! e u l J v v r ! y /  v r u s v s r ! J /  v v y D y r r u u l t J ,  U r r c l I y ,

c ranbe r r y ,  s t rawber ry ,  r ed  cu r ran ts  o r  a  comb ina t i on
o f  t h e s e  f r u i t s .  F r u i t  p i e s  n o t  f i s L e d  m a y  b e  p r o d u c e d
b r z  a  r - o f  1 - : c e  f n n r l  a n a r = f  i  n n  n r n r r i  r l o d  f  h a i  r  r a a 4  n a  t - ' - ^u u u . : , v  ! v v v  v l / s r o L f , v r r  I J ! v v r u s u  u r r E r !  r e U l - I J g  l l d . S

been  tes ted  and  documen ted  by  a  co rTune rc ia l  l abo ra to ry ,
a f  f  h e  F Y n c n s e  o f  t h o  . ^ l - f  e d o  f n n d  n n o r r f  i  n n  - -  1 ^ ^ ;  ^ ^L r r E  e v L u a y e  r v v u  v v s ! a L f v t l /  d 5  I J e _ L i l . g

n o f  n o f  e n J -  i :  l  I v  h a z a r c l o r r s  -  r - o n f  a  i n i  n o  a  n H  o a r r i  l  . i  h r i  r r mr r q a u ! u v q r ,  u v r r u q r r l  
v l r  s y u r r f v r r u r L l

o f  l - ess  t han  4 .6 .  The  fo l f ow ing  a re  po ten t i a l l y
haza rdous  and  p roh ib i t ed  f r om p roduc t i on  and  sa fe  by  a
r - r r t f  A d o  f n n d  o n e r : f  i n n .  n r r m n k i  n  n i  e  _  s w c c 1 -  n n 1 _  a 1 -  n  n i  oq L r v t r .  p u r r L p ^ f 1 r  I J f  s ,  o w s E L  I J _  _ * _ _  r * _ r
cheesecake ,  cus ta rd  p ies /  c reme  p ies ,  and  pas t r i es
w i f  h  n n f  e n f  i a  l  I w  h : z : r d o r r q  f  i  I  I ' i  n d q  ^ r  f  n n n iv v r L r r  y v u s r r L r q r r j  r r q - e r q v u r  ! _ _ _ _ - - y _  _ _ _ r * D 9 S .

( 2 )  T h e  f o o d  i s  t o  b e  s o l d  a t  a  f a r m e r s r  m a r k e t .
(3 )  G ross  rece j -p t s  f r om the  sa fe  o f  f ood  exempted

unde r  t h i s  Sec t i on  do  no t  exceed  $25 ,000  i n  a  ca lenda r

food  packag ing  con fo rms  to  t he  l abe l i ng
of  the Tl - l - ino is  Food,  Drug and Cosmet ic  Act
the  fo l - f ow ing  i n fo rma t i on  on  the  l abe l  o f

p roduc ts :
t he  name and  add ress  o f  t he  co t tage  food

o p e r a t i o n ;
(B)  the common or  usual-  name of  the food product ;
(C )  a l l  i ng red ien ts  o f  t he  f ood  p roduc t ,

i nc lud ing  any  co lo rs ,  a r t i f i c i a l  f l avo rs ,  and
p rese rva t i ves ,  l i s t ed  i n  descend ing  o rde r  by
predominance of  weight  shown wi th common or  usual
n i h 6 c  r

(D )  t he  f o l - l - ow ing  ph rase :  "Th i s  p roduc t  was
n r n A t a a r l  i  ^  a  h O m e  k i t C h e n  1 1 n 1 _  c r r h i  a n l -  t .  n  ^ , , b 1 - i Cr r v L  o u v J s v u  L v  l J u

hea l th  i nspec t i on  t ha t  may  a l - so  p rocess  conunon  food
a l l e r g e n s  .  r r ;

(E )  t he  da te  t he  p roduc t  was  p rocessed ;  and
(F )  a l - l e rgen  l abe l i ng  as  spec i f i ed  i n  f ede ra f

l abe l i ng  requ i remen ts .
(5 )  The  name and  res idence  o f  t he  pe rson  p repa r i ng

a n c l  s c l I i n c  n r o r l r r c l - q  r q  a  ^ A f f r n a  f a a r l  n n a r r l -  i a n- r - . ,  l - s

r e g i - s t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  a  u n i t  o f  l o c a l
d n  \ T a r n m a n l -  r ^ r h a r a  t -  h a  a n l - + . ^ 6  f  ^ ^ a l  O n e r a f  . i  O n  r e s  i  d e S  .  N O

f ees  sha l - l -  be  cha rged  fo r  reg l s t ra t i on .
/  A \  r l ' h a  n a r c 6 n  n r o n : r . i  n a  a n r l  q a l  I  i  n n  n r n | r r n f  S  a S  a\ v /  r r Y  

t / l v q q v L

co t tage  food  ope ra t i on  has  a  Depa r tmen t  o f  Pub I i c  Hea l - t h
a n n r n r z a r l  E n n r l  a a l y i C e  S a n i t a t i O n  M : n : n a m a n 1 _  C a r l - i f i C a t e .

( 1 \  A i -  1 - h o  n n i n 1 -  n f  q = l a  a  n l a c a r d ' i  c  d i q n l a " ^ - 1  i -  -
\ ,  /  v !  r q f u  q  } J r o g o l s  r r  u r - I J r a y y u  t r r  q

prom inen t  l oca t i on  t ha t  s ta tes  t he  fo l l ow lng :  "Th i s
p roduc t  was  p roduced  i n  a  home k i t chen  no t  sub jec t  t o
pub l - i c  hea l - t h  i nspec t i on  t ha t  may  a l so  p rocess  common  food
: l  I a r n a n c  t t

( c )  No tw i ths tand ing  the  p rov i s i ons  o f  subsec t i on  (b )  o f
t h i s  Sec t i on ,  i f  t he  Depa r tmen t  o f  Pub l i c  Hea l - t h  o r  t he
heal- th department  of  a uni t  o f  local -  government  has
received a consumer compl-a int  or  has reason to be] ieve



t ha t  an  imminen t  hea f th  haza rd  ex l s t s  o r  t ha t  a  co t t age
food  ope ra t i on ' s  p roduc t  has  been  found  to  be  m isb randed ,
: d r r ' l  l -  o r r l - a r ]s v u r L U r q u s v /  o r  n o t  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  f o r
co t tage  food  ope ra t i ons  pu rsuan t  t o  t h i s  Sec t i on ,  t hen  i t
may  i nvoke  cessa t i on  o f  sa les  un t i l _  i t  deems  tha t  t he
s i t ua t i on  has  been  add ressed  to  t he  sa t i s fac t i on  o f  t he
Depar tmen t .
(d )  No tw i ths tand ing  the  p rov i s i ons  o f  subsec t i on  (b )  o f

t h i s  sec t i on ,  a  s taLe -ce r t i f i ed  f oca l -  pub l i c  hea l -L .h  depa r tmen t
f rdy,  upon provid ing a wr i t ten statement .  to  the Department  of
Pub r i c  Hea l t h ,  r egu la te  t he  se rv i ce  o f  f ood  by  a  co t t age  food
ope ra t i on .  The  regu la t i on  by  a  S ta te -ce r t i f i ed  f oca l  pub l i c
heal- th department  may inc l -ude af f  o f  the fo l lowing
requa remen ts :

( 1 )  T h a t  t h e  c o t t a g e  f o o d  o p e r a t i o n  ( A )  r e g i s t e r  w i t h
the  S ta te -ce r t i f i ed  l - oca f  pub l i c  hea l t h  depa r tmen t ,  wh i ch
may j -nc lude a reasonabl_e fee set  by the State-cer t i f ied
loca l  pub l i c  hea f th  depa r tmen t  no tw i ths tand ing  pa rag raph
( 5 )  o f  s u b s e c t i o n  ( b )  o f  t h i s  S e c t i o n  a n d  ( B )  a g r e e  i n
wr i t i ng  a t  t he  t ime  o f  r eg i s t ra t i on  t o  g ran t  access  to  t he
S ta te -ce r t i f i ed  l - oca l  pub t i c  hea l - t h  depa r tmen t  t o  conduc t
a n  i  n s n o c f  i  n n  o f  f h c  n n f J - : a o  f n n d  n n a r a l -  i  n n  tu r r  r r r o y s u L r v . ^  v a  - r - , ^  S  p f a m a f y

domest ic  res idence in the event  of  a consumer compl-a int  or
f oodbo rne  i l - l - ness  ou tb reak .

(2 )  Tha t  i n  t he  even t  o f  a  consumer  comp la j_n t  o r
foodbo rne  i l - l - ness  ou tb reak  the  S ta te -ce r t i f i ed  l oca l
pub l i c  hea l - t h  depa r tmen t  i s  a l l owed  to  (A )  i nspec t  t he
n r c m i q c q  n f  f h e  c o t t : c e  f n n d  ^ n a r r ] - i o n  i n  d r r a < f i a n : n r l  / R \u q Y E  l v v v  r t r  Y u s o L r v r l  

q l f u  
\ D , /

se t  a  reasonab le  f ee  fo r  t ha t  i nspec t i on .
( S o u r c e :  P . A .  9 7 - 3 9 3 ,  e f f  .  I - ] - - 1 , 2 . )


